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demning Katharine and Lady Rochford to death
for treason.    During the passage of the Bill, as
soon,   indeed,   as   the   procedure   of   Katharine's
condemnation   had  been   settled,   Henry   plucked
up spirits again, and with characteristic heartless-
ness once more began to play the gallant.    " The
King/' writes Chapuys, "had never  been  merry
since first hearing of the Queen's misconduct, but
he has been so since (the attainder was arranged),
especially on the 2gth, when he gave a supper and
banquet with twenty-six ladies at the table, besides
gentlemen,   and  thirty-five   at  another  table  ad-
joining.    The lady for whom he showed the greatest
regard was a sister of Lord Cobham, whom Wyatt,
some time ago, divorced for adultery.    She is a
pretty young creature, with wit enough to do as
badly as the others if she were to try.   The King
is also said to fancy a daughter of Mistress Albart (?)
and niece of Sir Anthony Browne; and also for a
daughter, by her first marriage, of the wife of Lord
Lisle, late Deputy of Calais." l
Up to this time Katharine had remained at
Sion House, as Chapuys reported, " making good
cheer, fatter and more beautiful than ever; taking
great care to be well apparelled, and more imperious
and exacting to serve than even when she was with
the King, although she believes she will be put
to death, and admits that she deserves it. Perhaps
if the King does not wish to marry again he may
show her some compassion/'a No sooner, however,
1 This was Anne Bassett. Lord lisle, the illegitimate son of Edward
IV., was at this time released from his unjust imprisonment in the Tower,
but died immediately.
a Chapuys to the Emperor, 2pth January 1542.